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You Can Be A Writer
Why Should You Become A Writer
ince you have already passed the Creativity Test with high scores, it is clear that you CAN write.
Still you might wonder why you SHOULD write. After all, not everyone develops all his hidden
talents!
that just the five reasons given below will be
more than enough for the purpose.
True, not everyone develops all his hidden
talents. Nor is it humanly possible to give
attention to all of one's abilities. Consequently
The FIRST reason for becoming a writer is to
everyone has to decide what he is going to
help, motivate, and guide others. Everyone
develop and what he is going to leave. The
has a conscious or unconscious desire to help
ability to write does not come in what is to be
others. However, in this busy world where
ignored.
everyone seems to suffer from a chronic
shortage of time and resources, it seems
difficult to help many others. Yet almost
everyone can play a definite role in the lives of
others through their pen. Your writings can
help people in need, motivate the tired, uplift
the depressed, and give direction to the lost.
The ultimate aim is the welfare of others, and
writing is a perfect tool for doing this.

S

SECOND, you should become a writer because
writing is a very special hobby. Everyone must
pick up a hobby so that his free time is used
properly, and also so that he has a method to
refresh the mind. Writing is a unique hobby
because it provides many extras, compared to
other hobbies. It not only refreshes you and
channels your time into a productive activity,
but also helps people who are in need. There
cannot be a better hobby that combines both
self-fulfilment as well as helping others into
one and the same activity.

Nobody loses much, for example, if a person
decides to ignore his acting or mimicry skills,
but everyone in the society loses if a person
ignores his gift of writing. This is an ability that
helps not only the person who writes but also
the thousands who read him. We could,
therefore, suggest dozens of reasons why you
should become a writer, but we are confident

THIRD, you should become a writer because
this provides a convenient means of earning
some extra income. We are not implying that
all writers become rich. They never do. What's
more, writers do not get a single penny for
many of their writings. Yet once you get
establish, it will surely bring you some income.
This will ensure that instead of draining away
your money, this hobby will sustain itself and
also supplement your income.
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FOURTH, you should become a writer to
This means that there are plenty of openings
sharpen your way of thinking. While it is true
everywhere, waiting to be filled by the right
that we all do a lot of thinking, we have to
kind of writer. If you make it to the print
media now, you will be a well known writer in
accept that most of it is not done in an
efficient way. Productive thinking requires a
less than a decade!
lot of skill, but that does
not come automatically.
Think of the five
Anyone
who
is
literate,
has
the
However the way a writer
points above! No
desire to write, and is willing to
has to grapple with
other hobby or
understanding and
occupation in the
pay the cost, can become a
expressing issues is so
world can promise all
successful writer. Not all of
exacting that this hobby
these things
them can become millionaires,
soon sharpens his
together.
but all of them can become
thought process, refines
successful and well respected
his capacity to evaluate,
If you become a
writers.
and increases his
writer, you will be
understanding of
able to help and
complex issues of human
motivate others, you
life.
will be able to earn a
name, fame and money too. What's more, you
FIFTH, you should become a writer, and
will be the proud owner of a unique hobby
become one now, because these days a
that enriches not only you but also others. All
tremendous explosion is taking place in the
the while it enriches and sharpens your
print media. A few decades ago many
thinking, understanding, and expressions.
prophets of doom predicted that the death of
printed material is at the door. On the
The best time to develop this hobby is NOW
contrary, the explosion of TV, VCR,
because the exploding number of printed
photocopiers and computers has brought a
periodicals has created an unusual demand for
simultaneous explosion of books, magazines,
writers with all kinds of specializations.
bulletins, souvenirs, and handbills. So much so
that today the available opportunities are far
more than the number of available writers.

Many people harbour this erroneous idea that
only special and uncommon people, who live
in ivory towers and who speak only the exotic
languages of angels, can become writers.
They couldn't be mistaken more. While it is
true that a minority of writers live in seclusion,
and a few do not speak in comprehendible
language, they do not represent the majority.
Most of the successful writers are just
common people like me and you, but with one

difference: they exploited the
opportunities available to them,
and became well-known or wellloved writers.
Only about five per cent of the successful
writers were born that way. They did not need
external training or motivation. However, the
remaining 95% of the writers did not come
equipped from their mother's womb. They
learnt the art, science, and economics of
writing through the hard way. Therefore, you
do not have to be born a writer to become a
successful author.
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Anyone who is literate, has the desire to write,
and is willing to pay the cost, can become a
successful writer. Not all of them can become
millionaires, but all of them can become
successful and well respected writers. The
cost is to be paid not in terms of money
because that makes up only a minor fraction
of what one spends. The major cost comes in
the form of self-discipline. The person aspiring
to become a successful writer has to discipline
himself in three matters.
First of all, you should be willing to invest time
to get training. You should join a good
correspondence or regular course where you
acquire the linguistic tools that writers need.
Second, you should be willing to spend time
regularly to put your training into practice.
Third, you should be willing to keep studying
all your life. You have to continue studying
both the craft of writing as well as the
subjects on which you write. You will agree
that this is only a reasonable cost for the
mental and spiritual blessings, self fulfilment,
and the name that your writings will bring you.

When it comes to specialized writings like
textbooks and monographs, the writers must
surely be connected to that discipline of
study. However, there is a great diversity
among people who write material for day to
day reading. The majority of writers fall into
this category.
Among the successful writers you will
discover students, housewives, businessmen,
office clerks and almost any profession that
you might imagine. Self discipline and
commitment is what goes to make a good
writer, irrespective of his profession. Thus,
whatever your profession, you can become a
writer!

Anyone who is literate, has the desire to
write, and is willing to pay the cost, can
become a successful writer. Not all of
them can become millionaires, but all of
them can become successful and well
respected writers.

You might wonder if there is any special
profession to which most writers belong.

The explosive
increase in the
number of newspapers and magazines and the resulting shortage of good writers will allow almost
anyone to publish something good or bad! If you want to become just an average and mediocre
writer, you can churn out any amount of trash and can get published somewhere or other, but the
net result will be a big waste. Careless writing wastes both your as well as your reader's time, and in
the long run you lose the name and respect that you could have received by helping others through
good writings.
You must follow certain sensible practices if you want to rise above mediocrity. You must always
keep you eyes upon success as well as excellence, and both of these goals are within the reach of
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any writer willing to pay the cost. I'll now give you six tips on how to enter this profession. These are
tried and proven methods, and you should give due weight to each one of them. They are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Start writing immediately.
Develop your skills through a course and apprenticeship.
Desire perfection but be practical.
Begin humbly and progress.
Develop supportive habits.
Persist.

Let me explain each of the above points in some more detail.
I-Start Writing Immediately: Many people
would like to wait till they achieve perfection
before they begin. This is foolish because
none can achieve perfection without first
beginning to write. Further, by the time an
aspiring writer might feel that he is ready to
write, he might have lost several special
opportunities.

He immediately purchased a filing cabinet,
enlisted the help of his wife and children and
embarked upon a massive campaign to
classify his clippings. The collection was so
massive that it took six months and fifteen
days to finish. What's worse, the task was so
absorbing that he didn't notice that his
contract for the writing had lapsed exactly
fifteen days ago. It is rumoured that he
continues to collect clippings, and is waiting
for another stroke of unusual luck.
Opportunities do not wait for anyone. Nor do
they drop into one's lap at every imagination.
You must both be ready as well as be
prepared when it knocks at the door, and the
only solution is to begin writing
IMMEDIATELY!

I remember the story of a friend who aspired
to become a famous writer. Over the years he
collected a host of interesting clippings for
illustrating his writings. The material was
sufficient to provide two lifetimes of
quotations. All the while he kept dreaming for
a great assignment, insisting that he would
begin writing only when this dream
materializes. This was a stupid approach, but
by a rare stroke of luck he got a coveted
assignment one fine day.

2-Develop Your Skills Through A
Course And Apprenticeship: Only five per
cent of the successful writers are born with
the necessary skills. The rest have to acquire
and polish their art and craft through
systematic training.
Several good writer's training programmes
are available and what you are reading right
now is one of them. Such courses share with
you the accumulated experience and wisdom
of a host of successful writers. They teach you
the five W's (What, Why, When, Where and
Who) of writing. They explain the "How" of
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writing and the methods of correcting and
even publishing of your writings. Without this
combined wisdom of generations available to
a writer, he would be forced to waste a lot of
time before he discovers even elementary
information related to success in this field.

If writing is a work of art then the writer is an
artist -- a wordsmith. This means that as you
continue practising your art, your writings will
become more and more mature as it happens
in any other craft.

Thus every writer should aim towards
Most writer's training programmes assign a
perfection both in the way he writes and also
lot of homework to students. It's here
in the written work that is produced.
that you put your newly gained
However, there is nothing like
theoretical knowledge into
ultimate perfection and
practice. Thus you should learn
therefore he should set
to appreciate assignments
practical limits for his quest
even if at times they do not
for perfection. Else, the
look very enjoyable.
whole life will become an
Every writer should aim
impractical pursuit for
towards perfection
perfection, effectively
While the training given
both in the way he
preventing the writer
through assignments
writes and also in the
from producing
is sufficient to make
written work that is
anything.
you a successful
produced. However,
practical writer, you
there is nothing like
should always
Desire perfection, but
ultimate perfection and
supplement that with
not to such extremes
therefore he should set
more work as your
that it kills your
practical limits for his
time allows. For such
talents even before
quest for perfection.
work you should find
others see them.
Else, the whole life will
out a successful and
become an impractical
trained writer who
4-Begin Humbly
pursuit for perfection,
can read your work
And Progress:
effectively preventing
Some people aspiring
and offer critical
the writer from
to become writers set
comments.
producing anything.
their eyes too high.
They dream of publishing
If you are unable to
directly in Readers Digest
discover such a person,
or publications of only that
then you are always
level. They will never
welcome to contact us for
succeed in this profession till
enrolling in our apprenticeship
they start thinking more
programme -- after you complete
realistically.
the course.

3-Desire Perfection But Be Practical:
Every piece of writing is a work of art and
therefore the first version of your penmanship
will never be perfect. This means that you
should always revise the first copy of your
writings.

Just as writers range from beginners to
achievers, publications also range from
amateur to professional in level. Obviously a
magazine of high standard will publish only
writings that come up to their level. Writers
new to their profession should, therefore, aim
humbly at amateur publications first. They can
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then gradually work their way up to the level
which their abilities would allow.

SECOND, you should ALWAYS keep a diary
and pen with you. Note down every inspiring
thought, quote, anecdote or data that comes
to your attention. Do not allow the idea be
lost, and do not let the presence of others
discourage you from writing it into your diary.
THIRD, make it a practice to write one full
page every day. Write whatever comes to
your mind. It could be a summary of an
argument you heard, an observation you
made, or an inspiration that hit you. What's
important is to write something regularly, not
the subjects upon which you write. A stage
will come in about three years of such
practising when you will be unable to find
time to write down all the inspiring thoughts
that you get every day.
Start it today itself. Buy a diary and a lot of
paper or notebooks. Then, Read, Record and
Write!

5-Develop Supportive Habits: The art of
writing can be enhanced by developing habits
that support the creative activity that writing
is. For example, many people know that one
gets inspiring thoughts, ideas, and
expressions, etc., suddenly and in a moment
of illumination. But such thoughts vanish as
fast as they come. Good writers should
therefore develop strategies to record such
inspiring thoughts before they are lost.
As you progress with writing, you will discover
numerous supportive habits, but you don't
need all of them at this stage. The beginner
should try to develop three very important
practices mentioned below.
FIRST, you should try to read as much as
possible. This is necessary to stimulate your
mind and make you mature. The more you
read the better it is. No amount of reading is
over-reading for a writer.

6-Persist: Whatever your profession or
hobby, you cannot succeed in it without
persisting. This is much more true of
becoming a writer. Most people harbour this
misconception that everything written by a
writer gets published! Nothing could be
farther from truth. Not everything written
even by famous writers gets published.
Further, many of their writings see the light of
the day only after repeated submissions or
revisions.
Thus, right from the beginning you should
expect a lot of rejections. Do not be
discouraged. This happens even to the most
experienced writers. Persist and one day the
rate of rejection will decrease to tolerable
levels.
Rome was not built in a day, nor is successful
writing developed in one sitting.
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Assignments
Trinity School of Christian Journalism Textbook -- I
We accepted you as a student only because the initial tests and analysis demonstrated that you are a
person with sufficient creativity and talent to write. WE ARE NOW GOING TO TRAIN
YOU TO USE THESE TALENTS TO BECOME A SUCCESSFUL WRITER.

Please complete the following assignments as soon as possible and at the same time
move to Textbook 2.
1--Read the letters to the editor appearing in any local newspaper, and then write a
similar letter on any topic of your interest. Keep doing this on a daily basis.
(You are free to choose any subject. Here are some suggestions to stimulate your
thoughts: education system, traffic problems, increasing crime levels, student unrest,
pollution, problems related to social evils).

2--Buy a good diary, and start noting down interesting quotations, anecdotes, data, article-ideas, and
other information that you might be able to use in future.

3--Do not neglect to do the above assignment because they will provide you many essential insights
into breaking into print.

Would You Spare 5 Minutes For Us
Did This textbook help you? If yes, would you please introduce Trinity Christian Journalism courses
(http://www.EChristianAuthor.Com) to at least five potential Christian communicators? Remember,
Trinity faculty members spent thousands of hours to create this course, but decided selflessly to give
it away free. You can reciprocate by passing on the blessings to others. It takes only 5 minutes to
introduce this program to your friends!
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Dr. Johnson C. Philip is a physcist and Christian communicator. He is also the
senior-most Christian apologist in India, having trained more than 10,000
apologists worldwide through distance education. At present he serves on the
faculty of several theological seminaries worldwide.
He has authored close to 100 books/ebooks and over 10,000 article (2011) and a
good number of his ebooks are available free. He is also an expert in Indian
Numismatics.
Dr. Saneesh Cherian is sociology major with interest in Theology and
communication. He has authored close to 50 books/ebooks and numerous
articles. He was one of the architects of the first Christian apologetics and
Systematic Theology textbooks in the Malayalam language.
At present he serves on the faculty of several theological seminaries
worldwide, including Brethren Theological College as its Academic Dean.

Come, Let Us Go Back To The Bible!
Please Join The Mission of Brethren Theological Journal

Every reform movement comes to slumber in a century or less. There are
practically no exceptions in the last two millinnia of church history. Thus each
generation needs Ezras and Nehemiahs to rebuild the foundations that were once
laid down but which are in ruins now! The only solution is to go back to the Bible
and its fundamentals.
The authors stand unashamedly and without wavering on the following
fundamental principles: Bible Alone (Sola Scriptura), Faith Alone (Sola Fide), Grace
Alone (Sola Gratia), Christ Alone (Solus Christus). With this in mind we bring to you
a set of writers who stand strong on these principles.
Plese join this movement by distributing copies of this Ebook in any format
(electronic, print, on CDs, pen drives) to your family, friends, and church members.
Announce it on your websiste and in your bulletins. Ask people to download and
read it.
All books can always be downloaded free from http://FreeEbooks.Itz4u.com
Remember, a mere five minutes spent by you to introduce these FREE Ebooks to a friend in need can
transform his entire life, so do make this investment today itself!
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